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Usable S&P Research is WEIRD Problem Statement

It's difficult to design security and privacy solutions that
work for everyone without cross-country comparisons.
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Summary of Key Results
Similarities Between WEIRD vs. Non-WEIRD Differences Between WEIRD vs. Non-WEIRD
@ High familiarity with terms such as “ad blockers” @ Non-WEIRD participants more familiar with 14 out
and “malware” across all countries. of the 17 technical S&P terms we queried.

wiby Most participants reported taking at least one ( Z; ) Non-WEIRD participants rely on friends and
l7 protective measure, especially built-in or simple. family for advice, but perceive them as threats.

Non-WEIRD participants reported higher exposure

Low familiarity as well as adoption of PETS
to all forms of cybercrime we inquired about.

including VPNs and Tor.

Implications and Takeaways

Discussion Recommendations

“* WEIRD framework provides a useful way to reason ** Need to align security advice with user behaviors.

about S&P, but also has limitations.
*» Interrogate root causes of threat models around friends
*» Anti-virus and updates are popular protective measures. and family, especially for non-WEIRD participants.

** Friends and family are sources of information but also ** Need for more research for non-WEIRD participants.

perceived as possible adversaries.
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